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THE  WELLCOME  TRUST 


Its  Origin  and  Functions 

The  Wellcome  Trust  was  created  by  the  Will  of  Sir  Henry 
Solomon  Wellcome,  who  died  in  1936.  An  American  by  birth, 
who  had  become  a  British  subject,  Wellcome,  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  was  sole  proprietor  of  the  world-wide  pharmaceutical 
business  of  Burroughs  Wellcome  and  Company,  which  he  had 
founded  in  London  with  a  fellow- American,  Silas  Mainville  Bur- 
roughs, in  1880.  The  partnership  with  Burroughs  ended  with 
the  latter's  death  in  189  c;  and  the  business  was  registered  by 
Wellcome  under  the  title  of  The  Wellcome  Foundation  Limited 
in  1924.  Under  the  terms  of  his  Will  the  entire  share  capital 
of  The  Wellcome  Foundation  Limited,  with  its  associated  con- 
cerns at  home  and  abroad,  is  vested  in  Trustees,  who  are 
instructed  to  use  the  distributed  profits  for  the  advancement  of 
research  work  in  human  and  animal  medicine  and  in  related 
subjects,  anywhere  in  the  world.*  The  Will  further  authorizes 
the  Trustees  to  establish,  maintain,  or  assist  museums  and 
libraries  concerned  with  medical  research  and  the  history  of 
medicine,  but  the  Trustees  have  no  mandate  to  assist  education 
of  any  kind,  apart  from  training  specifically  for  medical  research 
work.  The  Trustees  own  the  valuable  contents  of  the  famous 
Wellcome  Historical  Medical  Museum  and  Library,  which  are 
housed  in  the  Wellcome  Building  in  Euston  Road,  London  (see 
Appendices  II  and  III). 

In  a  world  in  which  there  are  many  charitable  foundations,  it 
is  not  surprising  that  there  has  been  much  public  confusion  be- 
tween the  names  and  purposes  of  The  Wellcome  Trust  and  The 
Wellcome  Foundation  Limited.  Broadly  speaking  it  can  be 
stated  that  The  Wellcome  Foundation  Limited,  a  pharma- 


*  For  the  relevant  passages  in  the  Will,  see  Appendix  I. 

*  s 


ceutical  manufacturing  and  trading  business,  earns  the  money 
which  The  Wellcome  Trust,  a  grant-making  charity,  spends. 

FIELDS  OF  SPECIAL  INTEREST 

At  the  outset  of  their  work,  the  Trustees  decided  to  concen- 
trate their  main  efforts  in  certain  fields  of  research  which  they 
thought  would  have  been  likely  to  have  made  a  special  appeal  to 
the  testator.  These  were  pharmacology,  pharmacy,  anaesthesia, 
experimental  physiology,  biochemistry,  problems  of  health  and 
disease  in  the  tropics,  problems  of  veterinary  medicine,  and 
studies  in  the  history  of  medicine.  More  recently,  biophysics, 
experimental  pathology,  and  the  application  of  modern  research 
techniques  to  clinical  problems  have  been  included  in  the 
range  of  the  grants  made  by  the  Trust. 

TYPES  OF  ASSISTANCE 

The  types  of  assistance  which  the  Trustees  have  given  to  re- 
search work  in  these  or  other  fields,  either  on  their  own  initiative 
or  in  response  to  approved  applications  made  to  them,  have 
included : 

A.  Capital  grants  for  building  projects. 

B.  Provision  of  major  research  equipment. 

C.  Support  or  endowment  of  senior  research  posts. 

D.  Research  fellowships,  scholarships  and  personal  grants. 

E.  Travelling  research  fellowships. 

F.  Grants  for  research  expenses  and  assistance. 

G.  Travel  grants. 

H.  Grants  in  aid  of  symposia. 

I.  Grants  to  assist  publication. 

A.  Capital  Grants  for  Building  Projects 

Grants  of  this  kind  have  been  made  for  the  building  of  research 
laboratories,  needed  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  long-term 
research  programmes  within  the  Trust's  range  of  interests,  a 
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condition  of  such  awards  being  that  the  applicants  must  have 
been  able  to  satisfy  the  Trustees  that  funds  for  the  purpose 
are  not  available  from  Government,  University,  or  other 
sources.  Less  frequently,  the  Trustees  have  made  grants  for 
the  construction  of  medical  research  libraries,  and  in  a  few 
instances  they  have  provided  funds  for  building  medical  research 
museums.*  Buildings  essentially  for  educational  purposes  are 
ineligible  for  grant-aid,  as  is  the  provision  of  facilities  for  treating 
patients  except  where  the  treatment  itself  forms  part  of  an 
approved  programme  of  medical  research. 

Applications  for  capital  grants  to  provide  research  buildings 
for  Universities  should  normally  be  made  or  supported  by  the 
Vice-Chancellor,  Dean,  or  other  appropriate  senior  administra- 
tive officer.  They  should  include  a  memorandum  naming  the 
responsible  team  of  investigators  and  giving  an  outline  of  the 
long-term  research  programme  for  which  the  building  is 
required. 

Any  sum  which  the  Trustees  may  agree  to  provide  for  a 
building  project  will  usually  be  regarded  as  their  final  liability  in 
respect  of  that  project,  even  if  the  cost  of  the  building  should,  in 
the  event,  be  found  to  exceed  the  estimate  on  which  the  grant  was 
based.  It  is  important,  therefore,  that  the  estimates  presented 
in  support  of  an  application  for  a  grant  for  building  should  be  as 
complete  and  inclusive  as  possible,  though  they  should  not  be 
excessively  inflated. 

The  Trustees  have  sometimes  been  willing  to  provide  part  of 
the  cost  of  a  building  project  of  which  the  balance  was  to  be  met 
from  other  named  sources.  In  such  cases,  however,  they  expect 
the  section  of  the  building  provided  by  The  Wellcome  Trust  to 
be  readily  identifiable.  They  do  not  normally  subscribe  to 
funds  for  building  or  other  purposes  which  are  being  collected 
from  miscellaneous  sources  or  by  a  general  appeal. 

The  Trustees  expect  to  receive  annual  progress  reports,  up  to 
the  date  of  completion,  about  any  building  project  to  the  cost  of 
which  the  Trust  has  contributed. 

*  The  term  "research  museum"  used  in  the  Will  is  somewhat  ambiguous.  The 
Trustees  interpret  it  with  the  emphasis  on  active  research  commended  throughout 
the  Will,  rather  than  as  a  depository  for  the  exhibition  of  completed  work. 
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B.  Grants  for  Research  Equipment 

The  Trustees  are  prepared  to  consider  requests  for  grants  to 
purchase  items  of  special  equipment  needed  for  long-term  pro- 
grammes of  medical  research,  when  they  are  satisfied  that  the 
cost  of  such  equipment  cannot  be  provided  from  University  or 
other  sources.  Particulars  of  the  project  and  of  the  special 
equipment  required  should  be  set  out  in  a  memorandum  accom- 
panying the  letter  of  application,  which  should  also  give  the 
names  and  research  qualifications  of  the  investigators  who  would 
be  mainly  concerned. 

When  the  cost  of  an  item  of  such  special  equipment  provided 
by  the  Trustees  is  substantial,  it  is  their  custom  to  place  it  on 
indefinite  loan  with  the  institution  or  the  worker  receiving  the 
grant ;  the  ownership  then  remains  with  the  Trust,  the  recipient 
institution  or  worker  being  responsible  for  the  proper  use,  safe 
custody,  and  maintenance  of  the  apparatus,  and  for  its  insurance 
where  necessary.  Thus  if  the  recipient  worker  should  change 
his  programme  or  move  to  another  centre,  the  Trustees  would 
be  able  to  arrange  for  the  apparatus  to  be  otherwise  allotted. 
Less  costly  items  of  equipment  may,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Trustees,  be  presented  by  the  Trust  to  the  institution  in  which 
the  applicant  works. 

Equipment  on  loan  from  the  Trustees  should,  where  prac- 
ticable, be  labelled  as  4 'The  property  of  The  Wellcome  Trust", 
and  equipment  presented  by  the  Trustees  should  be  labelled 
to  that  effect.  Suitable  labels  will  be  provided  from  the  Trust's 
office  on  request. 

When  a  piece  of  special  research  equipment  provided  by  the 
Trust  has  been  in  use  for  one  year,  the  Trustees  expect  to  receive 
a  report  upon  the  investigations  which  it  has  facilitated. 

C.  Support  or  Endowment  of  Senior  Research  Posts 

The  Trustees  early  endowed  research  Chairs  for  the  University 
of  London  in  Clinical  Tropical  Medicine  and  in  Pharmacology, 
at  the  London  School  of  Hygiene  and  Tropical  Medicine  and  the 
School  of  Pharmacy  respectively.  In  pursuance  of  their  special 
interest  in  health  problems  of  life  in  the  tropics,  they  also 
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appointed  to  their  staff  two  field  investigators  in  tropical  medi- 
cine whom  they  had  previously  supported  by  temporary  grants. 
Such  permanent  appointments  are,  however,  exceptional.  The 
Trustees'  more  usual  practice  has  been  to  establish  senior  research 
posts  within  University  departments  by  grants  for  stated  periods 
of  years,  on  the  understanding  that  the  University  should  be  able 
to  assume  financial  responsibility  for  the  posts  thereafter. 

A  special  Research  Professorship,  endowed  by  the  Trustees, 
is  the  Henry  Dale  Research  Professorship  of  the  Royal  Society. 
This  was  set  up  by  arrangement  between  the  Trustees  and  the 
Council  of  the  Society  in  1961,  to  commemorate  the  unique 
services  of  Sir  Henry  Dale,  o.m.,  g.b.e.,  f.r.s.,  as  the  Trust's 
Chairman  from  1938  till  i960.  The  appointment  is  made  by 
the  Royal  Society,  of  which  Sir  Henry  was  President  from  1940 
till  194s. 

D.  Research  Fellowships,  Scholarships  and  Personal 
Grants 

(i)  Delegated  Awards 

To  assist  the  recruitment  and  training  of  research  workers  in 
pharmacy,  pharmacology  and  veterinary  medicine,  the  Trustees 
have  over  many  years  made  block  grants  to  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  and  to  the  Animal  Health 
Trust,  respectively,  for  the  provision  of  Wellcome  Research 
Fellowships  in  these  subjects.  The  Fellowships  in  question  are 
advertised  annually  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  and  the  Animal 
Health  Trust,  and  inquiries  about  them  should  be  addressed  not  to 
the  Wellcome  Trust  but  to  whichever  of  those  two  bodies  is 
appropriate.  The  awards  are  made  by  special  committees  of 
the  Animal  Health  Trust  and  of  the  Society,  upon  which  the 
Wellcome  Trustees  are  represented. 

(ii)  Direct  Awards 

Apart  from  these  delegated  awards  the  Trustees  have  been 
prepared  from  the  outset  of  their  work  to  consider  applications 
made  directly  to  them  for  research  fellowships,  scholarships,  or 
personal  grants  to  suitably  qualified  individuals  who  wish  to 
undertake  particular  research  programmes  within  the  Trust's 
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fields  of  interest.  All  such  awards  are  of  limited  duration. 
They  are  usually  made  for  one  year  only  in  the  first  instance,  but 
may  be  renewable,  on  receipt  of  satisfactory  progress  reports, 
over  total  periods  not  usually  longer  than  three  or,  at  the  most 
five,  years. 

An  applicant  for  a  Wellcome  Research  Fellowship  or  Scholar- 
ship, or  in  the  case  of  a  junior  worker  his  sponsor,  should  send  a 
letter  giving  details  of  his  curriculum  vitae  and  research  experi- 
ence, together  with  a  memorandum  describing  his  research 
proposals  and  listing  any  relevant  publications  of  which  he  is 
author  or  part-author.  The  proposed  date  of  beginning  the 
work  and  an  estimate  of  its  probable  duration  should  also  be 
given.  The  value  of  the  award  sought  should  be  stated;  it  may 
vary  according  to  the  applicant's  seniority  and  experience;  and, 
if  the  application  is  approved  in  principle,  the  Trustees  may 
themselves  adjust  the  value  of  the  stipend  offered,  according  to 
their  knowledge  of  the  current  emoluments  for  scientists  of 
similar  status.  In  approved  cases  the  awards  may  be  made  on  an 
incremental  scale,  subject  to  annual  review;  the  employer's 
contribution  to  superannuation  provision  and  National  Insurance 
may  also  be  provided  by  the  Trust.  In  certain  cases  the 
Trustees  may  further  be  willing  to  provide,  either  wholly 
or  in  part,  for  the  worker's  research  expenses  and  for 
technical  assistance  (see  below). 

Normally  the  Trust's  Financial  Secretary  will  propose  that  the 
payments  of  stipend  to  a  Fellow  or  Scholar  should  be  made  by 
the  appropriate  officer  of  the  institution  in  which  he  is  to  carry 
out  his  research,  the  Trust  providing  sufficient  funds  for  the  pur- 
pose at  agreed  intervals.  The  research  fellowships  and  personal 
grants  awarded  by  the  Trust  to  workers  in  the  United  Kingdom 
are  ordinarily  liable  to  income  tax  as  earned  income ;  but  scholar- 
ships awarded  to  relatively  junior  workers,  essentially  for  research 
training,  may  be  exempted  from  such  tax  as  being  educational 
awards,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Inland  Revenue  authorities. 

When  requests  for  personal  grants,  or  for  research  fellowships 
or  scholarships,  are  made  by  or  on  behalf  of  British  subjects 
within  the  United  Kingdom,  it  is  usual  for  the  Trust's  officers 
to  inquire  whether  an  application  has  first  been  made  to  the 
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Medical  or  the  Agricultural  Research  Council,  and,  if  not,  to 
suggest  that  this  should  be  done  before  a  proposal  is  considered 
by  the  Wellcome  Trustees.  While  the  Trustees  reserve  the 
right  to  make  such  awards  as  they  may  think  fit,  they  naturally 
try  to  avoid  encroachment  on  the  responsibilities  of  these 
official  bodies.  When  a  proposal  is  recognized  to  fall  within  the 
particular  range  of  interests  of  another  grant-making  charity, 
the  Trust's  officers  may,  again,  suggest  an  initial  approach  to  that 
body. 

Awards  to  Overseas  Workers 

In  compliance  with  their  world-wide  mandate,  and  with  the 
aim  of  encouraging  international  co-operation  in  medical  and 
veterinary  research,  the  Trustees  have  not  infrequently  provided 
Wellcome  Research  Fellowships  or  Scholarships  to  enable  wor- 
kers from  other  countries  of  the  British  Commonwealth,  or 
from  foreign  countries,  who  are  temporarily  resident  within  the 
United  Kingdom,  to  undertake  investigations  or  to  undergo 
advanced  training  in  research  methods  here.  The  awards  of 
Wellcome  Research  Fellowships  may  include  provision  to  enable 
the  applicant  to  travel  to  and  from  the  United  Kingdom,  or  a 
special  Travel  Grant  (q.v.)  may  be  awarded  for  this  purpose. 
More  often,  however,  these  fellowships  have  been  awarded  to 
workers  from  Commonwealth  or  foreign  countries  who 
have  already  come  to  Britain  under  other  arrangements,  and 
who  seek  the  means  for  a  limited  extension  of  their  stay  in  order 
to  complete  a  particular  research  programme.  Occasionally 
Wellcome  Research  Fellowships  have  been  awarded  under 
special  arrangements  to  foreign  workers  in  their  own  countries. 

Wellcome  Senior  Research  Fellowships  in  Clinical  Science 

In  accordance  with  their  aim  of  encouraging  the  application  of 
modern  research  techniques  to  clinical  problems,  the  Trustees 
in  1962  established,  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  first  of  a  series 
of  Wellcome  Senior  Research  Fellowships  in  Clinical  Science. 
These  Fellowships  are  intended  for  workers  approximately  of 
Lecturer  status  who  have  already  shown  unusual  promise 
as  investigators.    They  are  normally  tenable  for  five  years, 


subject  to  a  satisfactory  initial  year.  Their  purpose  is  to 
ensure  that  workers  with  exceptional  research  talents  are  not 
deprived  of  further  opportunity  by  lack  of  an  academic  vacancy 
in  the  United  Kingdom  at  the  appropriate  time.  The  selection 
of  these  Fellows  is  made  by  the  Trustees  on  the  basis  of  confiden- 
tial nominations  made  to  them  by  University  professors  in  the 
relevant  subjects.  Direct  applications  by  candidates  for  these 
awards  are  not  considered. 

E.  Travelling  Research  Fellowships 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  the  Trustees  have  sometimes  pro- 
vided travelling  expenses,  as  well  as  stipends,  to  enable  workers 
from  other  countries  to  take  up  Wellcome  Research  Fellowships 
in  the  United  Kingdom  for  limited  periods.  British  workers 
skilled  in  particular  disciplines  have  also  on  occasion  been  awarded 
Wellcome  Research  Fellowships  to  take  part  in  research  pro- 
grammes assisted  by  the  Trust  at  centres  abroad.  Apart  from 
these  arrangements  made  in  respect  of  particular  programmes, 
there  have  been  others  in  which  candidates  with  academic 
qualifications  and  some  research  experience  have  successfully 
applied  to  the  Trust  for  travelling  fellowships,  with  the  primary 
object  of  furthering  their  training  for  research  by  working  for  a 
period  under  suitable  direction  at  centres  in  the  U.S.A.  or  other 
countries. 

Having  learned  from  the  Medical  Research  Council,  in  i960, 
that  the  number  of  good  applications  for  the  various  travelling 
medical  fellowships  at  the  Council's  disposal  was  greater  each 
year  than  the  number  of  such  awards  available,  the  Trustees 
accordingly  agreed  to  supplement  the  Council's  resources  in  this 
field  by  providing  funds  to  enable  five  Sir  Henry  Wellcome 
Travelling  Fellowships  to  be  awarded  by  the  Medical  Research 
Council  annually  for  five  years  from  1961.  These  awards  are 
made  by  the  Council  under  conditions  similar  to  those  governing 
their  other  travelling  medical  fellowships,  and  inquiries  about 
them  should  be  addressed  to  the  Council's  headquarters  office 
(20  Park  Crescent,  London,  N.W.i),  from  which  the  awards 
are  advertised. 

Since  this  arrangement  was  established,  it  has  become  the 
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Trustees'  practice  to  refer  to  the  Council  in  the  first  instance  any 
applications  for  travelling  fellowships  reaching  them  from  wor- 
kers of  appropriate  status  in  the  United  Kingdom  whose  re- 
searches deal  with  problems  of  human  medicine  or  with  the 
sciences  which  contribute  to  its  advancement.  The  Trustees, 
however,  are  still  prepared  themselves  to  consider  applications 
concerned  with  other  fields  of  research,  such  as  that  of  veterinary 
medicine,  which  fall  within  the  chosen  range  of  the  Trust's 
activities  but  are  outside  the  normal  scope  of  the  Medical  Re- 
search Council.  Applications  from  candidates  resident  abroad, 
who  wish  to  undertake  medical  research  work  in  the  United 
Kingdom  or  elsewhere,  may  also  be  considered  directly  by  the 
Trustees. 

Exchange  Fellowships  with  Denmark  and  Sweden 

There  are  two  special  reciprocal  arrangements  for  travelling 
research  fellowships  in  which  the  Trustees  participate  with  a 
view  to  encouraging  international  co-operation  in  medical  re- 
search. These  operate  respectively  in  Denmark  and  Britain, 
and  in  Sweden  and  Britain,  and  are  known  as  the  Carlsberg- 
Wellcome  Travelling  Research  Fellowships  and  the  Wellcome- 
Swedish  Travelling  Research  Fellowships.  The  former  were 
arranged  with  the  Carlsberg  Foundation  of  Copenhagen  in  1957, 
and  the  latter,  as  agreed  with  the  Medical  Research  Council  of 
Sweden,  became  effective  in  1962.  The  fellowships  in  each  case 
are  tenable  for  one  year,  on  an  exchange  basis,  by  workers  from 
the  respective  countries,  in  any  branch  of  the  natural  sciences 
bearing  upon  human  and  animal  medicine.  They  are  advertised 
in  the  United  Kingdom,  Denmark,  and  Sweden  in  the  early 
Spring.    Further  information  will  be  provided  on  request. 

F.  Grants  for  Research  Expenses  and  Assistance 

In  addition  to  providing,  in  whole  or  part,  for  the  current 
research  expenses  of  holders  of  Wellcome  Research  Fellowships, 
Scholarships  or  Personal  Grants,  where  this  has  been  necessary, 
the  Trustees  have  made  a  number  of  grants  to  independent  wor- 
kers in  Universities  and  Hospitals  for  the  expenses  of  their  investi- 
gations.   Such  grants,  which  may  include  provision  for  the 
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payment  of  technical  assistants,  have  been  made  in  response  to 
specific  applications,  submitted  as  letters  or  memoranda, 
giving  details  of  the  applicants'  research  experience  and  of 
the  investigations  to  be  undertaken.  As  with  requests  for 
personal  grants  from  candidates  within  the  United  Kingdom,  it 
is  usual  for  the  Trust's  officers  to  inquire  whether  an  approach 
has  first  been  made  to  one  or  other  of  the  Research  Councils, 
unless  the  project  falls  clearly  within  one  of  the  Trust's 
fields  of  special  interest:  the  same  applies  to  requests  for 
grants  for  the  payment  of  graduate  assistants. 

Payment  of  salaries  to  graduate  or  technical  assistants  is  nor- 
mally arranged  by  the  Trust's  Financial  Secretary  with  the  appro- 
priate officer  of  the  institution  in  which  the  work  is  to  be  done. 
The  Trustees  cannot  undertake  to  make  direct  payments  to 
such  assistants. 

G.  Travel  Grants 

In  19  s 5  the  Trustees  introduced  a  system  of  Wellcome  Re- 
search Travel  Grants  to  assist  experienced  research  workers  on 
problems  of  human  and  animal  medicine,  or  in  related  fields  of 
experimental  science,  to  pay  short  visits  to  other  countries  in 
connection  with  their  researches,  while  receiving  their  usual 
emoluments  from  home  sources;  these  grants  have  taken  the 
form  of  contributions  to  the  expenses  of  travel,  and  occasionally 
of  subsistence  for  short  periods.  Less  frequently,  the  Trustees 
have  been  willing  to  provide  contributions  towards  the  cost  of 
travel  (but  not  of  subsistence)  for  workers  who  are  going  over- 
seas to  take  up  temporary  research  appointments  for  a  year  or 
so,  and  who  intend  subsequently  to  return  to  their  own  country. 

Short-term  visits  abroad  which  the  Trustees  may  consider  to 
qualify  the  applicant  for  receipt  of  a  Wellcome  Research  Travel 
Grant  include  those  planned  to  enable  him :  (1)  to  acquire  a  new 
research  technique;  (2)  to  discuss  his  latest  research  findings 
with  expert  colleagues  with  similar  interests;  (3)  to  carry 
out  a  research  study  of  short  duration  at  a  centre  overseas 
in  which  the  facilities  for  the  particular  investigation  are  ex- 
ceptionally good;  or  (4)  to  take  part  in  a  small  symposium, 
to  be  attended  by  leading  investigators  in  the  particular  field. 
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Travel  grants  are  not  normally  made  to  individuals  for  attendance 
at  the  larger  international  congresses;  but,  in  respect  of  such 
meetings,  the  Trustees  have  sometimes  made  block  grants  to  the 
organizing  committee  of  the  appropriate  Society  to  provide 
part  of  the  travel  expenses,  especially  for  some  of  the  younger 
participants. 

It  should  be  emphasized  that  travel  grants  from  the  Trust  are 
awarded  only  in  respect  of  journeys  which  are  necessary  for  the 
furtherance  of  research  work.  They  are  not  given  to  assist 
travel  abroad  in  quest  of  professional  experience  or  of  more 
general  scientific  contacts. 

H.  Grants  in  aid  of  Symposia 

Recognizing  the  great  potential  value  of  small  scientific  sym- 
posia, attended  only  by  a  small  number  of  chosen  experts,  such 
as  have  been  so  successfully  organized  in  recent  years  by  the  Ciba 
Foundation  and  other  bodies,  the  Trustees  have  on  a  number  of 
occasions  given  financial  support  for  similar  meetings  at  which 
usually  not  more  than  30  specialists  of  distinction  assemble  to 
discuss  their  research.  These  grants  have  been  used,  with 
the  Trustees'  approval,  for  the  travelling  expenses  of  those 
invited  to  attend  such  meetings,  whether  held  in  the  United 
Kingdom  or  abroad,  or  for  the  costs  of  organizing  the  meeting 
or,  if  appropriate,  towards  the  cost  of  publishing  the  proceedings. 

L  Grants  to  Assist  Publication 

To  assist  the  publication  of  work  within  the  Trust's  range  of 
interests  which  is  of  high  scientific  and  scholarly  quality,  but  of 
limited  sales  potential,  the  Trustees  have  on  a  number  of  occa- 
sions made  grants  to  the  publishers  or  have  guaranteed  them 
against  loss  up  to  a  specified  amount.  On  other  occasions  the 
Trustees  have  made  grants  towards  the  cost  of  special  illustra- 
tions. Most  of  the  publications  thus  aided  have  been  concerned 
with  work  in  the  history  of  medicine,  for  which  the  Trust  has 
a  special  mandate  (see  Appendix  1),  but  the  Trustees  have  also 
provided  guarantees  of  limited  amount  and  duration  to  assist  the 
launching  of  important  new  scientific  periodicals  within 
their  field. 


FINANCIAL  SCALE  OF  THE  TRUST'S 
ACTIVITIES 

The  resources  available  for  the  charitable  purposes  of  The 
Wellcome  Trust  consist  of  the  distributed  profits  of  The 
Wellcome  Foundation  Limited,  together  with  an  income  from 
invested  reserves.  The  average  annual  allocation  for  grants  at 
present  is  about  £800,000. 

INQUIRIES  AND  APPLICATIONS 

Further  information  about  The  Wellcome  Trust  may  be  ob- 
tained from  the  Scientific  Secretary,  £2  Queen  Anne  Street, 
London,  W.i.  Applications  for  grants  (other  than  Wellcome 
Research  Travel  Grants)  should  consist  of  a  letter  or  memoran- 
dum to  the  Scientific  Secretary,  giving  the  necessary  personal 
particulars  of  the  applicant,  together  with  details  of  the  research 
proposals  and  needs;  the  special  requirements  for  the  different 
types  of  award  are  mentioned  under  the  respective  headings. 

Forms  of  application  for  the  Wellcome  Research  Travel 
Grants,  with  a  copy  of  the  regulations  governing  these  awards, 
may  be  obtained  from  the  Deputy  Scientific  Secretary  at  the 
same  address. 

Payment  of  grants  sanctioned  by  the  Trustees  is  arranged  by  the 
Financial  Secretary,  whose  address  is  c/o  Viney,  Price  &  Good- 
year, Empire  House,  St.  Martin 's-le- Grand,  London,  E.C.i. 
Correspondence  on  purely  financial  matters  should  be  sent  to  him 
there.  Correspondence  on  other  matters  should  be  addressed  to 
the  Scientific  Secretary  or  the  Deputy  Scientific  Secretary,  as  the 
case  may  be,  at  £2  Queen  Anne  Street,  London,  W.i. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  WILL  OF  SIR  HENRY 
SOLOMON  WELLCOME 
(dated  29th  February  1932) 

Sir  Henry  Wellcome  by  his  Will  vested  the  whole  of  the  share  capital 
of  The  Wellcome  Foundation  Limited  in  his  Trustees  and,  after  pro- 
viding for  certain  personal  and  specific  bequests,  directed  that  the 
whole  of  the  dividends  declared  by  the  Foundation,  after  payment  of 
the  Estate  Duty  payable  on  his  death,  should,  for  all  time,  be  devoted 
by  his  Trustees  to  the  following  purposes : 

1.  "...  the  advancement  of  research  work  bearing  upon  medicine 
surgery  chemistry  physiology  bacteriology  therapeutics  materia  medica 
pharmacy  and  allied  subjects  and  any  subject  or  subjects  which  have  or 
at  any  time  may  develop  an  importance  for  scientific  research  which 
may  conduce  to  the  improvement  of  the  physical  conditions  of  man- 
kind and  in  particular  for  the  discovery  invention  and  improvement  of 
medicinal  agents  and  methods  for  the  prevention  and  cure  of  disorders 
and  the  control  or  extermination  of  insect  and  other  pests  which  afflict 
human  beings  and  animal  and  plant  lite  in  tropical  and  other  regions  and 
elsewhere.  ..." 

2.  ".  .  .  the  establishment  and  endowment  and  future  maintenance 
of  any  new  Research  Museum  or  Library  and  for  the  purchase  and 
acquisition  of  books  manuscripts  documents  pictures  and  other  works 
of  art  and  other  objects  and  things  for  such  Research  Museums  or 
Libraries  and  for  conducting  researches  and  collecting  information 
connected  with  the  history  of  medicine  surgery  chemistry  bacteriology 
pharmacy  and  allied  sciences  .  .  .  every  Research  Museum  or  Library 
for  the  time  being  maintained  .  .  .  shall  be  carried  on  with  the  title  of 
'The  Wellcome  Research  Museum'  or  'The  Wellcome  Research 
Library'  or  such  other  title  including  the  name  'Wellcome'  as  my 
Trustees  may  deem  most  appropriate.  ..." 
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THE  WELLCOME  HISTORICAL  MEDICAL  MUSEUM 
The  Wellcome  Building,  Euston  Road,  London,  N.W.i . 
Director:  E.  Ashworth  Underwood,  m.a.,  b.sc,  m.d.,  m.r.c.p.,  f.l.s. 

The  Wellcome  Historical  Medical  Museum  was  a  life-long  personal 
interest  of  its  founder  and  creator,  Sir  Henry  Wellcome.  During  his 
years  as  a  young  student  of  pharmacy  in  the  United  States  he  developed 
an  interest  in  the  history  of  medicine,  and  even  then  he  began  to  collect 
articles  which  had  a  bearing  on  that  subject.  As  he  prospered  in  busi- 
ness the  scope  and  size  of  his  collection  increased  progressively,  and 
by  the  end  of  the  first  decade  of  this  century  it  was  known  that  his  col- 
lection was  unique.  In  19 13  some  of  the  leading  British  members  of 
the  International  Congress  of  Medicine  persuaded  Wellcome  to  put  up 
an  exhibition  of  representative  items  from  the  different  sections  of  his 
collection  to  commemorate  the  Congress,  which  was  being  held  in 
London  in  that  year.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  Wellcome  His- 
torical Medical  Museum  in  Wigmore  Street,  where  it  remained  until 
removed  to  its  present  premises  in  Euston  Road  in  1932. 

The  collection  in  its  present  state  contains  at  least  a  quarter  of  a 
million  objects  covering  most  aspects  of  the  history  of  medicine  from 
the  earliest  times  to  the  present  century,  and  some  aspects  of  the  history 
of  the  allied  sciences.  The  Egyptian  and  Graeco- Roman  material  is 
extensive  and  valuable,  and  from  the  period  of  the  Renaissance  onward 
the  material  is  comprehensive.  The  microscope  collection  is  one  of 
the  finest  in  existence,  and  covers  the  whole  history  of  the  optical 
microscope.  The  collection  of  surgical  and  medical  instruments  is 
very  large,  and  includes  the  prototypes  of  many  well-known  instru- 
ments. There  are  also  special  collections  associated  with  famous 
figures  in  the  history  of  medicine  and  science,  such  as  Pasteur,  Jenner, 
and  Lister.  In  addition  the  Museum  possesses  about  800  pictures, 
some  of  which  are  of  artistic  importance,  and  a  collection  of  1^0,000 
prints. 

Owing  to  lack  of  gallery  space  it  is  possible  to  show  only  a  very  small 
proportion  of  the  collection  at  any  one  time ;  but  the  exhibitions  open 
to  the  public  are  designed  to  give  some  idea  of  its  content.    There  are 
always  two  or  more  special  exhibitions  illustrating  in  detail  some  aspect 
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of  the  history  of  medicine.  Facilities  are  available  for  research  workers 
to  study  special  material  by  arrangement. 

The  Museum  is  open  to  the  public  daily  (except  on  Saturdays,  Sun- 
days, and  Bank  Holidays)  from  10  a.m.  to  £  p.m.,  and  organized  parties 
are  also  catered  for. 
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THE  WELLCOME  HISTORICAL  MEDICAL 
LIBRARY 

The  Wellcome  Building,  Euston  Road,  London,  N.W.i. 
Chief  Librarian :  F.  N.  L.  Poynter,  ph.D. 
The  Wellcome  Historical  Medical  Library  was  founded  by  the  late  Sir 
Henry  Wellcome  and  is  now  the  property  of  The  Wellcome  Trust. 
Housed  on  the  second  and  third  floors  of  the  Wellcome  Building,  it 
was  first  opened  to  the  public  in  December  1949,  and  its  rich  historical 
and  reference  collections  have  been  freely  available  to  students  and 
research  workers  in  all  branches  of  learning  and  from  all  countries. 
The  Library  is  devoted  entirely  to  the  history  of  medicine  and  the 
related  sciences  and  has  been  built  up  over  the  past  seventy  years  by 
purchase  at  public  and  private  sales  throughout  the  world,  supple- 
mented by  gifts  and  bequests.  As  envisaged  by  its  founder  it  was  to 
be  developed  on  a  scale  comparable  to  that  of  the  great  national  col- 
lections. Within  its  own  special  field  this  aim  has  been  accomplished, 
for  every  landmark  in  the  history  of  medicine  is  represented  by  original 
texts. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  Library  contains  approximately  2co,ooo 
printed  books,  pamphlets  and  journals;  10,000  manuscripts  (of  which 
half  are  in  Oriental  languages);  100,000  autograph  letters  of  medical 
and  scientific  interest;  as  well  as  other  documents  such  as  diplomas, 
certificates,  and  proclamations.  The  Library  also  contains  a  fine  col- 
lection of  medical  and  scientific  periodicals  going  back  to  the  seven- 
teenth century. 

Work  has  been  going  on  for  many  years  in  the  preparation  of  a  pub- 
lished catalogue  of  all  the  books  in  the  Library  printed  before  18  ci. 
This  will,  when  completed,  be  in  many  volumes,  the  first  of  which, 
containing  descriptions  of  7,000  books  printed  before  1641,  was 
published  in  1962.  This  section  of  the  Library  comprises  many  works 
of  the  highest  importance  as  well  as  many  bibliographical  rarities,  in- 
cluding some  unique  items. 

Later  volumes  of  the  catalogue  will  provide  a  guide  to  the  original 
texts  marking  important  advances  in  medicine  and  the  sciences  from 
the  mid-seventeenth  century  onwards,  including  those  of  Lower, 
Mayow,  Sydenham,  Willis,  Boyle,  Newton,  Leeuwenhoek,  Linnaeus, 
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Hunter,  and  Jenner.  Although,  for  the  present,  the  published  cata- 
logue is  planned  to  end  at  the  year  i8co,  this  limit  was  set  only  to 
make  the  compilation  of  the  catalogue  and  its  publication  a  practical 
possibility.  Since  Wellcome's  death  in  1936,  the  Library's  collections 
have  been  greatly  expanded  to  complete  representation  of  the  revolu- 
tionary advances  made  in  the  last  century,  and  they  range  from  Lister, 
Pasteur,  Roentgen,  and  Marie  Curie  to  Fleming's  first  paper  on  penicillin, 
Waksman  on  streptomycin,  and  Sabin  on  poliomyelitis  vaccine. 

MEDICAL  AMERICANA 

In  1 96 1  the  Trustees  were  able  to  purchase  for  the  Library  the 
remarkably  comprehensive  library  of  early  American  medical  books 
formed  by  Dr.  Francisco  Guerra,  who  has  been  awarded  a  special 
Wellcome  Research  Fellowship  so  that  he  may  prepare  a  catalogue 
of  the  collection  for  publication.  This  was  the  largest  single 
purchase  ever  made  for  the  Library  and  supplements  the  similar 
but  much  smaller  library  bought  by  Wellcome  from  Dr.  Nicholas  Leon 
nearly  forty  years  ago.  The  whole  of  the  Library's  American  holdings 
are  now  brought  together  in  the  newly  built  "American  Room", 
where  they  are  available  for  study  and  research. 

MANUSCRIPTS 

The  collection  of  original  manuscripts  in  the  Wellcome  Library  is 
also  of  great  interest.  It  comprises  more  than  5,000  in  Western 
languages,  dating  from  the  eleventh  century  onwards,  and  about  the 
same  number  in  Oriental  languages. 

Catalogues  of  all  these  are  gradually  being  prepared,  but  the  first 
volume  of  the  Catalogue  of  Western  Manuscripts  on  Medicine  and  Science  has 
already  appeared,  and  contains  detailed  descriptions  of  some  i,£oo 
works  written  before  i6co. 

In  the  extension  to  the  Library  which  was  completed  in  September 
1962,  the  Trustees  have  also  been  able  to  provide  a  special  "Oriental 
Room"  where  books  and  manuscripts  in  Arabic,  Persian,  Sanskrit, 
Chinese,  Japanese,  and  other  Oriental  languages  are  suitably  housed 
and  accessible  to  scholars. 

The  Library  is  open  to  the  public  from  10  a.m.  to  c  p.m.,  Monday 
to  Friday  throughout  the  year,  except  on  the  usual  public  holidays. 
Application  for  the  use  of  its  facilities  should  be  made  to  the  Chief 
Librarian. 
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